
Are you unsure whether an Erasmus+ term is right for you? My name is Berin Topalová and I 

study at European cultural studies at Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica. I have taken 

Erasmus+ three times. The first time was in my bachelor's second year. It was during the 

summer term in Jena, Germany. I went to a class designed for Erasmus students. Since my 

German was at a higher level, I was also allowed to attend a class with German students. So, 

in my case, I met both local and foreign students. Not everyone had this option, which I also 

liked because, the main reason why most students discourage going for Erasmus, from my 

point of view. is the language barrier. They are worried about whether they could handle the 

term abroad. Apart from the studying that was very good, I made friends with people from all 

over the world. I got to know their culture, and of course they mine, we talked about everything 

and had a great time together. 

The second time I was at the Slovak Institute in Berlin for 2 months. There I helped to organize 

various events and concerts. That year our republic celebrated 25th anniversary since its 

establishment. I participated in the organization of the exhibition and discussion on the topic 

"Magic Eight in the history of Slovakia", which was held at Humboldt University in Berlin. The 

discussion was attended by historian Dušan Kováč and politician František Mikloško. 

Moreover, I participated in organizing a concert performed by the Slovak Philharmonic 

Orchestra for the 25th anniversary of the Slovak Republic.  

  

The last time I joined the Erasmus+ programme was in my first year of the master degree 

studies. From November to January I had an internship at the Slovak Embassy in Berlin. There 

I learned more about the political relations between our state and Germany. During that 

internship I participated in the International Green Week in January, it is the world's largest fair 

for agriculture, food and horticulture, which is also an image presentation of states and regions 

- their typical crops, food, gastronomy, specialties, brands, the culinary journey around the 

world. I met there our Minister of Agriculture Gabriela Matečná.  

 



Every time I joined the Erasmus + I learned something new and it helped me to open my eyes 

many times on some things. I met new people and I learned new things. It is a possibility that 

no student should miss. I am thankful for those experiences that will remain with me for the 

rest of my life.  

 “In the end, we only regret the chances we didn't take” (Lewis Carroll) 

 

 

 

 


